
Let the Records Speak:
African-American History at the 
Loudoun County Courthouse

Gary M. Clemens
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Historic Records Division

Black History Committee
of the Friends of the Thomas Balch Library



Tonightôs Program 

Introduction by:  Gary M. Clemens, Clerk of the Circuit Court

I: Historic Records ïBrochure Creation ïEric Larson 

II: Black History Committee of the Friends of The Thomas Balch Library ïReconstruction & Early Civil Rights ïDonna Bohanon 

III: Black History Committee of the Friends of The Thomas Balch Library ïEntrepreneurship & Ingenuity ïAlicia Cohen

IV: Historic Records ïWills & Probate Records ïLori Kimball 

V: Historic Records ïBrochure & Website ïShannon Fuller 

VI: Questions and Answers 

VII: Program Survey 

Tonightôs Host ïShannon Fuller 





From Partnership to Brochure   

Brochure Beginnings

¶ Report of The Loudoun County Heritage Commission

¶ Digitization of the courtôs Enslaved and Free Black Records 

¶ One brochure or two  



Partnership

¶ Clerk of the Circuit Court Historic Records 

¶ Black History Committee of the Friends of the Thomas Balch Library 

From Partnership to Brochure  



From Partnership to Brochure  

Determining Brochure Topics 

¶ Court Records 

¶ Courthouse Events 

¶ Individuals 

¶ Choosing images 



Design and Editing 

¶ Evolution of the brochureôs design

¶ Adding and deleting text and images

¶ Created a website to provide more history and full documents 

From Partnership to Brochure  


